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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responding to application papers filed on 7-22-2004. 

2. Claims 1 - 36 are pending. Claims 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 13, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21 are 
independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. The claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 17, 18, 
19 indicate a computer readable program but do not indicate a computer readable 
medium for storage of the program. The claims should contain an indication of a 
computer readable medium for storage of the program. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international 
application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the 
English language. 



6. Claim 1 - 7, 9, 11, 13 - 20, 26, 28, 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
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being anticipated by Asano et al. (US Patent No. 6,978,377). 

Regarding Claims 1,16, 20, Asano discloses a recording apparatus, a transmitting 
method, a transmitter for correspondingly transmitting a content and copyright 
processing information for recording a content on a recording medium (see Asano col. 
4, lines 51-55: data receiving (recording) apparatus for recording data contents; image, 
music data on magnetic disk or other recording media), wherein the recording 
apparatus acquires copyright processing information related to copyright processing 
recorded on the recording medium and detemriines whether or not to record the content 
based on the copyright processing information, (see Asano col. 7, lines 13-17: acquires 
and stores reproduction control (copyright) information, data contents transmitted from 
data transmitting apparatus to data receiving apparatus; coL 7, lines 6-9: reproduction 
control (copyright) information stored within header for transmission; coL 7, lines 47-53: 
process reproduction control (copyright) information; col. 7, lines 54-59; col. 8, lines 41- 
46: determine whether to reproduce (record) or prohibit reproduction of media content) 

Regarding Claim 2, Asano discloses a recording apparatus for recording a content on 

a recording medium, the recording apparatus comprising: 

a) a judgment unit for determining whether or not copyright processing information 
exists on the recording medium; (see Asano; col. 7, lines 47-49: data receiving 
(judgment unit) interprets reproduction control (copyright) information; col. 7, 
lines 24-26: copyright field for indicating presence or absence of copyright; col. 4, 
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lines 51-55: information is in transmission or on recording medium) and 
b) a content recording unit for recording tlie content on the recording medium only 
when existence of the copyright processing information is determined by the 
judgment unit, (see Asano col. 7, lines 24-26: determine existence of 
reproduction control (copyright) information; col. 7, lines 47-53: recording based 
on interpretation of reproduction control (copyright) information; col. 8, lines 50- 
56: record only when acceptable reproduction control information exists) 

Regarding Claim 3, Asano discloses a recording apparatus for recording a content on 
a recording medium, the recording apparatus comprising: 

a) an apparatus-side information holding unit for holding copyright processing 
information; (see Asano col. 7, lines 13-17: store (hold) copyright processing 
information extracted and transferred to receiving apparatus) 

b) a medium-side information acquiring unit for acquiring copyright processing 
infomnation recorded on the recording medium; (see Asano col. 7, lines 13-17: 
receiving apparatus receives copyright processing information) 

c) a record judgment unit for detemiining whether or not to record the content based 
on the copyright processing information held by the apparatus-side information 
holding unit and the copyright processing information acquired by the medium- 
side information acquiring unit; (see Asano col. 7, lines 15-17: reproduction 
control information transferred to receiving apparatus; col. 7, lines 47-59: data 
receiving apparatus uses transferred reproduction control information to 
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determine whether or not to record) and 
d) a content recording unit for recording the content on the recording medium only 
when recording is determined by the record judgment unit, (see Asano col. 7, 
lines 65- 67: judges that data can be reproduced; col. 8, lines 1-4: recording 
media content) 

Regarding Claim 4, Asano discloses a recording apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein the record judgment unit determines that the content is recorded only when the 
copyright processing information held by the apparatus-side information holding unit 
matches with the copyright processing information acquired by the medium-side 
information acquiring unit, (see Asano col. 7, lines 13-17: reproduction control 
information transmitted between data transmitting apparatus and data receiving 
apparatus) 

Regarding Claim 5, Asano discloses a recording apparatus for recording a content on 
a recording medium, the recording apparatus comprising: 

a) a judgment unit for detemiining whether or not copyright processing information 
exists on the recording medium; (see Asano col. 7, lines 24-26: determine 
presence or absence of reproduction control information (copyright)) 

b) a recording method determining unit for determining a content recording method 
based on a determination result by the judgment unit; (see Asano col. 7, lines 64- 
66: data receiving apparatus judges that music (media) can ^be copied) and 
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c) a content recording unit for recording the content oh the recording medium based 
on the determination by the recording method determining unit; (see Asano col. 
5, lines 31-34; col. 8, lines 1-4: recording the content; col. 8, lines 17-25: 
reproducing or not reproducing is based on interpretation of reproduction control 
information) 

Regarding Claim 6, Asano discloses a recording apparatus for recording a content on 
a recording medium, the recording apparatus comprising: 

a) an apparatus-side information holding unit for holding copyright processing 
information; (see Asano col. 7, lines 13-17: data transmitting apparatus stores 
during transmission reproduction control information) 

b) a medium-side information acquiring unit for acquiring copyright processing 
information recorded on the recording medium; (see Asano col. 7, lines 13-17: 
data receiving apparatus receives reproduction control information) 

c) a recording method determining unit for determining a content recording method 
based on the copyright processing information held by the apparatus-side 
information holding unit and the copyright processing information acquired by the 
medium-side information acquiring unit; (see Asano col. 7, lines 47-53:. data 
receiving apparatus interprets reproduction control information) and 

d) a content recording unit for recording the content on the recording medium based 
on the determination by the recording method determining unit, (see Asano col. 
5, lines 31-34; col. 8, lines 1-4: recording the content; col. 8, lines 17-25: 
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reproducing or not reproducing is based on interpretation of reproduction control 
information) 

Regarding Claims 7, 26, Asano discloses a recording apparatus according to claims 5, 
6, wherein the recording method determined by the recording method determining unit 
comprises a method of recording all data of the content and a method of recording only 
partial data of the content, (see Asano col. 8, lines 17-25: data reproduced on a packet 
by packet basis, all or partial reproduction of data) 

Regarding Claims 9, 28, Asano discloses a recording apparatus according to claims 2, 
4, further comprising: 

a) an input information reception unit for receiving an input of input information 
required for the copyright processing when nonexistence of the copyright 
processing information is determined by the judgment unit; (see Asano col. 7, 
lines 24-26: determine existence of reproduction control information) and 

b) an input information transmitting unit for transmitting the input information 
received by the input information reception unit, (see Asano col. 7, lines 13-17: 
data transmitting apparatus transmits reproduction control information) 

c) wherein the content recording unit records the content on the recording medium 
based on at least one of the input infornfiation and result information, (see Asano 
col. 5, lines 31-34; col. 8, lines 1-4: recording the content; col. 8, lines 17-25: 
based on determination of reproduction control information) 
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Regarding Claim 10, Asano discloses a recording apparatus according to claim 3, 
further comprising: 

a) an input information reception unit for receiving an input of input information 
required for the copyright processing when non-recording is determined by the 
record judgment unit; (see Asano col. 8, lines 41-46: do not reproduce) and 

b) an input information transmitting unit for transmitting the input information 
received by the input information reception unit, (see Asano col. 7, lines 13-17: 
data transmitting apparatus transmits reproduction control information to data 
receiving apparatus for copyright determination) . 

c) wherein further determination by the record judgment unit is performed based on 
at least one of the input information and result information, (see Asano col. 8, 
lines 17-25; col. 8, lines 41-46: detemnination to reproduce is based on 
reproduction control information) 

Regarding Claim 11, Asano discloses a recording apparatus according to claim 5, 
further comprising: 

a) an input information reception unit for receiving an input of input information 
required for the copyright processing when nonexistence of the copyright 
processing information is determined by the record judgment unit; (see Asano 
col. 7, lines 24-26: determine existence of reproduction control information) and 

b) an input information transmitting unit for transmitting the input information 
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received by the input information reception unit, (see Asano col. 7, lines 13-17: 
transmit reproduction control information from data transmitting apparatus to data 
receiving apparatus) 
c) wherein the recording method determining unit determines a recording method 
based on at least one of the input information transmitted by the input information 
transmitting unit and result information, (see Asano col. 7, lines 47-53: recording 
based on input information (reproduction control information)) 

Regarding Claim 13, Asano discloses a recording medium on which copyright 
processing information is previously recorded, (see Asano col. 4, lines 51-55: recorded 
on magnetic tape, optical disk) 

Regarding Claim 14. Asano discloses a recording medium according to claim 13. 
wherein the recording medium is attachable to or detachable from a recording 
apparatus, (see Asano col. 4. lines 51-55: optical disk unit) 

Regarding Claims 15, 32, Asano discloses a recording medium according to claims 13, 
14. wherein the recording medium is an optical disk, and stores the copyright 
processing information in a region separated from a region for storing a content, (see 
Asano col. 4, lines 51-55: recording medium, optical disk; col. 10, lines 14-19: 
reproduction control information stored in TOC) 
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Regarding Claim 17, Asano discloses a computer readable program (see Asano col. 4, 
lines 39-43; col. 5, lines 43-48: program, software) for recording a content on a 
recording medium, the program comprising the steps of: 

a) acquiring copyright processing information related to copyright processing 
recorded on the recording medium; (see Asano col. 7, lines 6-9; col. 7, lines 13- 
17: receiving reproduction control information) 

b) determining whether or not to record the content based on the copyright 
processing information; and recording the content based on the determination in 
the step of determining, (see Asano col. 7, lines 47-53: determining whether to 
reproduce or not reproduce by interpretation of reproduction control information) 

Regarding Claim 18, Asano discloses a computer readable program (see Asano col. 4, 
lines 39-43; col. 5, lines 43-48: program, software) for recording a content on a 
recording medium, the program comprising the steps of: 

a) acquiring medium-side copyright processing information recorded on the 
recording medium; (see Asano col. 7, lines 6-9; col. 7, lines 13-17: receiving 
reproduction control information (header); col. 4, lines 51-55: content and 
reproduction control information (in header) recorded on medium such as optical 
disk) and 

b) recording the content on the recording medium based on previously held 
copyright processing information and the copyright processing information 
acquired in the step of acquiring medium-side information, (see Asano col. 5, 
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lines 31-34; col. 8, lines 1-4: recording the content; col. 8, lines 17-25: 
reproducing or not reproducing based on interpretation of reproduction control 
information) 

Regarding Claim 19, Asano discloses a computer readable program (see Asano col. 4, 
lines 39-43; col. 5, lines 43-48: program, software) according to claim 17, further 
comprising the steps of: 

a) receiving an input of input information required for the copyright processing when 
nonexistence of the copyright processing information is determined in the step of 
determining; (see Asano col. 7, lines 13-17: receiving reproduction control 
information; col. 8, lines 50-56: reproduction control information non-existence, 
content processed accordingly) and 

b) transmitting the input Information received by the input infonnation reception unit, 
(see Asano col. 7, lines 13-17: transmit reproduction control information) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art . 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



8. Claims 8, 12, 21 - 25, 27, 29, 30, 31, 33 - 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
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as being unpatentable over Asano in view of Ishibashi et al. (US Patent No. 
6,834,346). 

Regarding Claims 8, 27, Asano discloses a recording apparatus according to claims 5, 
6, wherein the recording method determined by the recording method determining unit 
comprises a method of recording the content as it is. (see Asano col. 5, lines 31-34; 
col. 8, lines 1^: recording content) Asano does not specifically disclose a method of 
encrypting. However, Ishibashi discloses a method of encrypting, (see Ishibashi col. 2, 
lines 22-26; coL 2, lines 14-18; col. 20, lines 19-23: data encryption) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Asano as 
taught by Ishibashi to enable a method of encryption. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Ishibashi in order for encrypted 
data that is transmitted and received between a data transmission device and a 
receiving device to prevent leakage of the data to a third party, (isee Ishibashi col. 1 , 
lines 14-17: " ... In the electronic distribution using satellite broadcast or the Internet, 
encrypted data is transmitted and received between a data transmission device and a 
receiving device in order to prevent leakage of the data to a third party. The contents to 
be electronically distributed include music, images, and works such as programs and 
texts. ... ") 

Regarding Claims 12, 29, 30, 31, Asano discloses a recording apparatus according to 
claims 7, 8, 26, 27, further comprising: 
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b) an input information transmitting unit for transmitting the input information 
received by the input information reception unit, (see Asano col. 7, lines 13-17: 
reproduction control information transmitted data transmitting apparatus to data 
receiving apparatus) 

c) wherein further determination by the recording method determining unit is 
performed based on the input information, (see Asano col. 7, lines 47-53: 
detemilnation based on interpretation of reproduction control information) 

Asano discloses an input information reception unit for receiving an input of input 
information required for the copyright processing when the recording method 
determining unit detemnines recording all data of the content as it is; (see Asano col. 
8, lines .17r25: data reproduced on a packet by packet basis, all or a partial 
reproduction of data completed, no modification of data contents) Asano does not 
specifically disclose a certain method other than the method of recording. 
However, Ishibashi discloses: 

a) a certain method other than the method of recording; (see Ishibashi col. 2. lines 
22-26; col. 2, lines 14-18; col. 20, lines 19-23: data encryption) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Asano as 
taught by Ishibashi to enable the capability for a certain method (such as encryption) 
other than the method of recording. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to employ the teachings of Ishibashi in order for encrypted data that is 
transmitted and received between a data transmission device and a receiving device to 
prevent leakage of the data to a third party, (see Ishibashi col. 1, lines 14-17) 
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Regarding Claim 21, Asano discloses processor for receiving input information from a 
recording apparatus for recording a content on a recording medium 

a) wherein tlie recording apparatus acquires copyright processing information 
related to copyright processing recorded on the recording medium and 
detemiines whether or not to record the content based on the copyright 
processing information, (see Asano col. 7, lines 13-17: receive reproduction 
control information; col. 7, lines 47-53: determine whether or not to record based 
on reproduction control information) 

the recording apparatus comprising: 

b) a judgment unit for detennining whether or not copyright processing information 
exists on the recording medium; (see Asano col. 7, lines 47-49: data receiving 
(judgment unit) interprets reproduction control information; col. 7, lines 24-26: 
copyright field for indicating presence or absence of reproduction control 
information on recording medium) and 

c) a content recording unit for recording the content on the recording medium only 
when existence of the copyright processing information is determined by the 
judgment unit, an input information reception unit for receiving an input of input 
information required for the copyright processing when nonexistence of the 
copyright processing information is determined by the judgment unit; (see Asano 
col. 7, lines 24-26: determine existence of reproduction control (copyright) 
information; col. 7, lines 47-53: recording based on interpretation of reproduction 
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control (copyright) information) and 

d) an input information transmitting unit for transmitting the input information 
received by the input information reception unit, (see Asano col. 7, lines 13-17: 
data transmitting apparatus for reproduction control information and content) 

e) wherein the content recording unit records the content on the recording medium 
based on at least one of the input information and result information, (see Asano 
col. 5, lines 31-34; col. 8, lines 1-4: recording the content; col. 8, lines 17-25: 
based on determination of reproduction control information) 

f) an input infomiation receiving unit for receiving the input infonnation; (see Asano 
col. 7, lines 13-17: data receiving apparatus for receiving reproduction control 
information and content) 

Asano discloses processing information based on the input information received by 
the input information receiving unit, (see Asano col. 7, lines 47-53: reproduction 
control information processed) Asano does not specifically disclose an accounting 
unit. 

However, Ishibashi discloses the accounting processor comprising: 

g) an accounting unit for performing accounting processing, (see Ishibashi col. 2, 
lines 33-36: accounting process; col. 23, lines 41-48: accounting fee) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Asano as 
taught by Ishibashi to enable the capability for an accounting processor. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ the teachings of 
Ishibashi in order for.encrypted data that is transmitted and received between a data 
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transmission device and a receiving device to prevent leakage of the data to a third 
party, (see Ishibashl col. 1, lines 14-17) 

Regarding Claim 22, Asano discloses a processor (see Asano col. 4, lines 39-43; col. 
5, lines 43-48: program, software) according to claim 21 , further comprising: 

a) a processing result generating unit for generating result information Indicating 
processing result of the input information received by the input information 
receiving unit; (see Asano col. 7, lines 13-17: reproduction control information 
received by data receiving apparatus; col. 7, lines 47-53: content reproduced 
based on received reproduction control Information) and 

b) a processing result transmitting unit for transmitting the processing result 
generated by the processing result generating unit, (see Asano col. 7, lines 47- 
53: content processed based on reproduction control information) 

Asano does not specifically disclose an accounting processor. However, Ishibashl 
discloses an accounting processor, (see Ishibashl col. 2, lines 33-36: accounting 
process) 

Regarding Claims 23, 33, Asano discloses an accounting processor according to 

claims 21 , 22, wherein 

a) the input information Includes copyright processing level information, (see Asano 
col. 7, lines 13-17: reproduction control Information Included In transmitted 
content; col. 10, lines 14-19: detailed reproduction control information processed) 
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and 

Asano discloses copyright processing level information, (see Asano col. 10, lines 14- 
19: detailed reproduction control information processed) Asano does not 
specifically discloses an accounting unit and an accounting fee 
However, Ishibashi discloses: 

b) the accounting unit has an accounting fee determining means for determining an 
accounting fee. (see Ishibashi col. 2, lines 33-36: accounting process; col. 23, 
lines 41-48: accounting unit, accounting fee) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Asano as 
taught by Ishibashi to enable the capability for an accounting unit and an accounting 
fee. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ the 
teachings of Ishibashi in order for encrypted data that is transmitted and received 
between a data transmission device and a receiving device to prevent leakage of the 
data to a third party, (see Ishibashi col. 1, lines 14-17) 

Regarding Claim 24, 34, 35, 36, Asano discloses an accounting processor according 

to claims 21, 22, 23. 33, wherein 

a) the input information includes copyright processing society identifiers, (see Asano 
col. 7, lines 13-17: reproduction control information included in transmitted 
content; col. 10, lines 14-19: detailed reproduction control information processed) 
and 



s 
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Asano discloses copyright processing society identifiers, (see Asano col. 10, lines 
14-19: detailed reproduction control information processed) Asano does not 
specifically disclose the accounting unit. 
However, Ishibashi discloses: 

b) the accounting unit has an accounting fee summarizing means for summarizing 
an accounting fee for each copyright processing society identifier, (see Ishibashi 
col. 2, lines 33-36: accounting process; col. 23, lines 41-48: accounting unit, 
accounting fee) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Asano as 
taught by Ishibashi to enable the capability for an accounting unit and an accounting 
fee. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ the 
teachings of Ishibashi in order for encrypted data that is transmitted and received 
between a data transmission device and a receiving device to prevent leakage of the 
data to a third party, (see Ishibashi col. 1, lines 14-17) 

Regarding Claim 25, Asano discloses a processor (see Asano col. 4, lines 39-43; col. 
5, lines 43-48: program, software) according to claim 22, wherein the result information 
includes copyright processing information, (see Asano col. 7, lines 47-53: reproduction 
control information processed) Asano does not specifically disclose an accounting 
processor. However, Ishibashi discloses an accounting processor, (see Ishibashi col. 2, 
lines 33-36: accounting process) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Asano as 
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taught by Ishibashi to enable the capability for an aqcounting processor. One of 
ordinary skill In the art would have been motivated to employ the teachings of 
Ishibashi in order for encrypted data that is transmitted and received between a data 
transmission device and a receiving device to prevent leakage of the data to a third 
party, (see Ishibashi col. 1, lines 14-17) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlton V. Johnson whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1032. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday , 8:00 - 
5:00PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nasser Moazzami can be reached on 571-272-4195. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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